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I CAN’T GET NO SATISFACTION (1:12-2:11)

NOTE:  In this section we will be looking at Solomon’s search for fulfillment.  The word satisfaction will be used to describe Solomon’s search for fulfillment.

THE INTRODUCTION TO SOLOMON’S SEARCH FOR SATISFACTION (1:12-15)

Solomon’s Authority to Search Everything under the Sun (1:12)
“I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem.”  As King of Jerusalem, Solomon had the authority to explore whatever he felt necessary to find fulfillment in life (1:12).

Solomon’s Claim to Search Everything under the Sun (1:13)
“And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven; this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith.”  Solomon determined in his heart that he was going to do a thorough investigation of this to see if he could find satisfaction.  Yet he found even this to be an unsatisfactory painstaking exploration.

Solomon’s Conclusions to His Search of Everything under the Sun (1:14-15)

TWO CONCLUSIONS

· “I have seen all the works that are done under the sun and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit” (1:14).  After exploring the things in life which promise to give satisfaction, he concluded that it was all “vanity” (empty) and “vexation of spirit” (striving after the wind).

· .  In verse 15 Solomon concluded there is nothing that can be done to change things.  “That which is crooked cannot be made straight.”.  During his time of investigation, Solomon saw some crooked things that could not be straightened out.  These most likely are injustices and inequalities that could not be made right (see. Eccl. 4:1).  “…and that which is wanting cannot be numbered.”  It is impossible to count something that is not there.  Man cannot rectify the problems by coming up with solutions that are not there.


SOLOMON’S SEARCH FOR SATISFACTION (1:16-2:11)


SEARCH FOR SATISFACTION IN WISDOM (1:16-18)

“I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had great experience of wisdom and knowledge.   And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit.  For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow”  During a time of deep contemplation Solomon meditated on the wisdom and knowledge he acquired.  Other Old Testament references bear out the fact that he was extremely wise.  Notice the wisdom and knowledge he possessed in the following area: Economics (1 Kings 4:7-26), Writing (1 Kings 4:32), Botany (1 Kings 4:33), Zoology (1 Kings 4:33), Military (2 Chron. 1:14; 9:25), and Relationships (Song of Solomon).  His conclusion was that these things were like chasing after the wind because the more wisdom you have the more mental grief and emotional sorrow accompanies it.


SEARCH FOR SATISFACTION IN WIT/PLEASURE (2:1-2)

“I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also is vanity. I said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it?”   In his pursuit satisfaction, Solomon indulges himself in the things that made him feel good and the things that made him laugh.


SEARCH FOR SATISFACTION IN WINE (2:3)

“I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that good for the sons of men, which they should do under the heaven all the days of their life.”  While still exercising wisdom, the preacher turns to wine in his search for fulfillment.  He thinks perhaps while he is intoxicated, he can find true and meaningful happiness in life.


SEARCH FOR SATISFACTION IN WORKS (2:4-6)

“I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards:  I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits: I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees.”  Solomon took a survey of all the things that he built to see if there was any gratification in them.  He built the Temple for God (1Kings 5:1-6:37), a palace for himself (1 Kings 7:1-12) and several other houses (1 Kings 9:10).  Along with this he also built pools of water, and planted trees, vineyards, gardens, and orchards.


SEARCH FOR SATISFACTION IN WORKERS (2:7-8)

“I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me:  I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts.”  Solomon had all types of servants.  He had single servants, married servants, whole families to wait on his every need.  He also had male singers, female singers, and musicians at his beckon call for entertainment.


SEARCH FOR SATISFACTION IN WORLD RENOWN (2:9)

So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with me.”  Solomon was wiser than all the men in Egypt (1 Kings 4:30),  his fame spread to all nations (1 Kings 4:31) and people came from all over the earth to hear his wisdom (1 Kings 4:34; 10:1-13).


SEARCH FOR SATISFACTION IN WHATSOEVER (2:10)

“And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour.”  Solomon was unrestrained, whatever he laid his eyes on was his for the taking.  At this point it was all about self-gratification.  Anything he exerted effort to obtain, he purposed in his heart to enjoy it.


SOLOMON’S REFLECTION ON HIS SEARCH FOR SATISFACTION (2:11)


“Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.”  As Solomon looked at his wisdom, wit, wine, works, workers, world renown and whatever he came to the conclusion that it was all empty, chasing after the wind and there was nothing to be profited in this life.


WISDOM FOR EVERY GENERATION

· Solomon was a man who had everything his heart desired, yet he still was not satisfied.  Can you name some material thing in this world that will give you happiness and lasting satisfaction?

· Why do you think Solomon came to the conclusion that the things of this earth are empty and like chasing after the wind?

· How can we get eternal value out of the things that Solomon sought after for satisfaction and fulfillment?
