FOR THE LOVE OF MONEY (GREED)
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The song For the Love of Money was written by Kenneth Gamble, Leon Huff and Anthony Jackson and was made famous by the soul group the O’Jays in 1973.  Surprisingly the title of the song comes from 1 Timothy 6:10, “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”  The song is a perfect description of what a person filled with greed will do for money—steal from their mother and rob their brother, lie, cheat, hurt/beat others and prostitute.  In the passage we are about to study Solomon examines the pitfalls of greed.

GREED IN GOVERNMENT (5:8-9)

All we need do today is look around and we will see that most people serving in the government have some degree of wealth.  Very seldom do we see a person who is poor holding a political office.  Sadly also is the fact that in the history of governments those at the top oppress the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province.  When this happens, we should not be surprised marvel not at the matter.  The high-ranking officials either exploit the less fortunate for slave labor or take from the ones under their rule without giving it a second thought all in the name of greed.  The only consolation for those being taken advantage of is the one taken advantage of them is subjected to someone higher for he that is higher than the highest regardeth.  It is the hope in this hierarchy that there is some official who will regard or consider their plight.  Especially the one at the highest level who are higher than they.  Looking on the positive side of things Solomon says, Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field. There is enough goodness in the earth that everyone can benefit from it, even the king.  A king with this viewpoint will look out for the good of all people.  In contrast, oppressive kings take advantage of the citizens because of greed.


GREED IN HUMANITY (5:10-20)

The Greedy Are Never Satisfied (5:10)
He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver. Silver is a metaphor for money.  The one who has a balanced perspective on money is wise but the one who loves money will always be looking how to make the next dollar.  Even when he is blessed to make an abundance he is not satisfied with his increase.  Solomon concluded, this is also vanity or chasing after the wind.

Riches Increased from Greed Brings on Additional Problems (5:11)
When goods increase, they are increased that eat them.   A person who has increased goods attracts more people around him, whether they be in form of servants or people who want to leech off him.  Also, with increased goods, the person will buy bigger and more expensive toys.  and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes? At this point, Solomon concludes the only good is to look at them with your eyes.  Either the ability to enjoy them has departed or worrying about making the next buck has consumed the individual so all that one can do is look at his possessions void of enjoyment.



Greed Is the Cause for Many Sleepless Nights (5:12)
The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much.  The one who heart is content with the things he possesses whether it be a lot or a little sleeps.  But the abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleep.  The greedy man does not rest well because he is worried about his possessions and how to get more.

Greed Will Lead to Personal Harm as Well as Harm to Others (5:13-14)
In Solomon’s time under the sun he witnessed a sore (Hebrew khaw-law meaning grievous) evil.   This was riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt, greedy people who kept or hoarded possession that destroyed them.  Not only did the riches destroy the individual but the treasures also perished by evil travail and there was nothing left to leave his family.  Notice the riches perished by evil travail—some unfortunate circumstance.

The Greedy Person Will Leave it all Behind (5:15-17)
As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his hand.  What a contrast, in the previous verses the greedy man lost his possessions due to some unfortunate circumstance but in this verse he is able to hang on to it.  Even though he is able to hold on to it, he still loses it because in the end he leaves this world as he came in to it—naked.  Another sore evil is that in all points meaning naked, penniless and without a possession is the same way shall he go.  All the years of life on this earth leaves him with no profit and he has labored for the wind an expression used to mean he has labored for nothing.  Even with all of his possessions there were still times that he ate in darkness, i.e., days of despair and gloominess and days he had much sorrow and wrath with his sickness. 


VICTORY OVER GREED (5:18-20)

Be Content (5:18a)
Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life,  Solomon concludes this section with a theme that runs throughout the Book of Ecclesiastes eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour.  Notice that he said it is a beautiful thing that he has seen Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely (Hebrew yaw-feh meaning beautiful).  What a beautiful picture of contentment—being able to eat, drink and enjoy the good of one’s labor that God has given him.  Contentment is being satisfied with what one has knowing it has come from God.

Trust God (5:18b)
Notice that Solomon says these are things that God giveth him: for it is his portion..  When one realizes the things he has comes from the hand of the Lord, this should lead him to trust God.  The one who trusts God is not focused on greed but on the God who is able to take care of his needs and give him the desires of his heart (Ps. 37:4).

Be Generous (5:19)
Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God.  
There are three powerful truths found in this verse that would liberate anyone from greed.  First, God has given riches and wealth to some—that’s contentment.  Second, God enables them to partake in the fruits of them—that’s enjoyment.  Third, these things are a gift from God—that’s blessings.  As we reflect upon the goodness of God towards us in this verse, we should be motivated to be good to others.  Nothing overcomes a spirit of greed like a spirit of generosity. 

Focus on the End Result (5:20)
For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God answereth him in the joy of his heart.  The one whose heart is centered in greed will have many memories filled anxiety, heartache and discontent.  But the one who has a right spirit have memories of joyful days in the presence of the Lord.  Paul said in 1 Timothy 6:9-10 that the end of those who are greedy is that they “fall into a snare” and they pierce themselves through “with many sorrows.” These individuals are like an animal caught in a trap who is experiencing much pain in their pursuit for more and more.  They are also like an animal who has been pierced through with a skewer, the greedy have pierced themselves with many sorrows (i.e., discontentment, unhappiness, frustration, disappointment, unrealistic expectations, etc.).



